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Anthem (ISBN 0451191137) is a science-fiction novellaAyn Rand, first r —

Anthen is a dystopic science fiction story taking plats@me unspecified future
date. As a result of what Ayn Rand saw as the wesdes of socialistic thinking ai
economics, mankind has entered another dark agandgical advancement is
now carefully planned (when it is allowed to ocdtigt all) and the concept of
individuality has been eliminated. As is commornér work, Ayn Rand draws a
clear distinction between the "socialist‘communalues of equality and
brotherhood and the "productive/capitalist” valoéachievement and individualit

Many of the novella's core themes, such as thggielbetween individuality and
collectivization, are echoed in Rand's later bosksh as The Fountainhead.
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Plot synopsis

Equality 7-2521, writing in a tunnel under the basexplains his background, the society around kaimd, his
Emmigration. His exclusive use of plural pronounwe &ndthey) to refer to himself and others is immediately iolg.
He recounts his early life. He was raised in thend®f the Infants, then transferred to the Hom#éhefStudents, where
he began his schooling. At the latter, he realthad he was born with a curse: he is eager to thimkquestion, and
unwilling to give up his self for others. He exeellin math and science, and dreamed of becominfa&. However,
the Council of Vocations assigned him to the Hoifnhe Street Sweepers.

Equality is assigned to work as a street sweepgaptent for his Transgression. He works with Indional 4-8818 and
Union 5-3992. International is exceptionally talhd a great artist. Union, "they of the half-brasyffers from epilepsy.

However, he remains curious. One day, he findethnce to a subway tunnel in his assigned wa&,and explores
it, despite his colleague's protests that an actiguthorized by a council is forbidden. Equaléglises that the tunnel
left over from the Unmentionable Times, and is ausi about it. Every day, he enters the tunnel awgiakescientific
experiments.

Working outside the City one day, by a field, Edtyaineets and falls in love with a woman, Libertg@00, whom he
names "The Golden One".

Continuing his scientific work, he rediscovers élegy and the lightbulb. He decides to take mgantions to the World
Council of Scholars, so that they will recognisg tailent and allow him to work with them. He iscasotivated by a
socially instilled need to aid his fellow citizerdowever, his absence from the Home of the Streeteers is noticed,
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and he is arrested and sent to jail, from whicledsly escapes.

The day after his escape, he walks in on the Woddncil of Scholars, and presents his finding emhThey are
horrified, and reject it because it was not autteatiby a Council and threatens to upset the equitibof their world.
When they try to destroy his invention, he takeanidl flees into the forest outside the City.

Atfter living in the forest for several days, Eqixatumbles upon the Golden One, who has followedftom the City.
They embrace, and struggle to express their feglimg@ach other, despite having no knowledge ohibrel "I". They
find and enter a house in the mountains, and ddoitiee in it.

Whilst reading books from the house's library, Biyand Liberty discover the word "I", and undenstl the word's
sacred value and the individuality it expresse®yldive themselves new names from the books: Byumicomes
Prometheus, and Liberty becomes Gaea. As the Hosks; Prometheus talks about the past, wondersiiewcould
give up their individuality, and charts a futurewhich they will regain it.

Anthem and We

Anthen bears notable similarities to Yevgeny Zamyatiogeh\We which also influenced Aldous HuxleyBsave New
World and George OrwellNineteen Eighty-Fourike Zamyatin, but unlike Huxley or Orwell, Rahdd some
experience of the Soviet system.

Wewas published befor&nthemin 1920, and Rand would have been able to relagfitre it was translated into English.
In fact she left Russia six years afté#ewas published (Rand boasted that she had beatieObaell and Huxley into
print with Anthen). Anthemwas first published in English in Britain, in 193dst after Zamyatin died in Pari&nthem
was written seventeen years affée

Below is a list of the similarities and differendsstween the two:
Similarities

= The narrator speaks in the first-person pluraheathan the first-person singular, i.e. "We" rattian "I", at leas
to begin with.

= People have numbers, rather than names. Althouglipainticular Hive/Ultra-Communist set up has berich
copied since in science fiction, it was not so canmwhen Zamyatin was writing.

= Both novels take the form of a secret journal aryli

= The narrator is a male who is influenced positivighya female character.

= The society raises children away from their parents

Differences

Anthemtakes place in a regressing society, "We" invothessetting off of a space craft to new worlds.
Rand's characters win, bites undergo medical treatment.

Anthens society has fuller control over its subjects.

Anthemis serious, wherea&'eis more satirical.

Copyright status

The introductory text of the Project Gutenbergiediisserts thainthemis in the public domain in the United States
due to an unspecified failure of the rights-holdersenew its copyright at some unspecified pairthie past. It is the
only one of Ayn Rand's novels to be in the pubbendin in the United States, because she beganritergicareer after
1922.

It is still under copyright in other countries pato the Berne Convention, and will be until 2033.
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2112

The title track on the 1976 concept alb@il2 by progressive rock band Rush, has a story #rgtstrongly parallels
Anthen (although, perhaps naturally, the protagoni2ldf2discovers a guitar instead of a light bulb). Tiner notes o
the album acknowledge "the genius of Ayn Rand."

Neil Pear, lyricist for Rush said th&112was based on Anthem and inspired by it; thougditiesay that he didn't
notice that they were so alike until afterwards] ao thought that it was necessary to provideereete. Through his
success as a lyricist and drummer in pop cultusd, Reart has become one of the biggest popularaeRand's ideas,
although that was not the purposeafi2or his song "Anthem" on their earlier albirty by Night

Even though it was a successful album and cama taw years before her death, there is no widetywknrecord of
Rand commenting on the album. In fact, there isvidence that she was ever aware of its exist&Stoehad gone on
record saying that she didn't like rock music, aratle antagonizing comments on the fact that musiciaent back" to
the use of drums during the 20th century in onleesfessays on esthetics. This is at least mildlyiérconsidering that
Neil Peart was not onlRush's lyricist, but also their drummer.

External links

= Book outline (http://www.ayn-rand.com/ayn-rand-athasp)
= The Project Gutenberg E-text of Anthem (http://wgmienberg.net/etext/1250)
= Annotated E-text (http://www.noblesoul.com/orc/&anthem/complete.html)

Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthe®28novella%29"

Categories: Philosophical novel stubs | 1938 bdaksstopian novels | Philosophical novels | Scidiut®n novels |
Books by Ayn Rand

» This page was last modified 03:10, 27 April 2006.

= All text is available under the terms of the GN@&Documentation License (38epyrights for
details).
Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikinaedoundation, Inc.

= Privacy policy

= About Wikipedia

= Disclaimers

4/27/2006 11:36 Al



